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DECEMBER MEETING

NExT MEETING:

January 12, 7:00 p.m.
Grandin Court Baptist Church

Sam and Liz Williams showed slides of a
variety of insects, mammals, and birds they
encountered while working at a faith-based
medical mission compound in Togo, West
Africa.

Senegal Coucal ©
Photo by Dr. Samuel Williams

Join us for a video on attracting birds to
your backyard by the master of birding,
Roger Tory Peterson, in a unique visit to his
personal “bird garden.” He will reveal the
secrets of how he attracted birds to his yard.
Discover how to turn your home into a bird
haven. We will see over 80 species of birds:
hummingbirds, songbirds, woodpeckers,
and waterfowl—filmed in close-up and
slow motion photography. This video is
packed with information for both new and
experienced birders.

Please join us for dinner before the meeting
at 5:30 p.m. at the Brambleton Deli at 3655
Brambleton Road.

Girl Scout Duck Walk and Habitat Walk Thank You

I want to give a big Roanoke Valley Bird Club Thank You to: Robin Austin, Michael Belcher,
Bruce Boteler, Fred Cramer, Jane Ambrose-Cosby, John & Eunice Hudgins, Alyce & Tim Quinn,
Zach Thompson, and Pam Wefel for their help with the Girl Scout Duck Walk at the Botetourt
Center at Greenfield on Dec. 13. From the comments I heard from the Scouts, their parents, and
Scout Leaders it was a big success and well appreciated. 58 Girl Scouts signed up for this activity
and another 50 were on a waiting list. So don’t put your cold weather clothes away just yet as we

are planning another Duck Walk in February.

Elly Wefel

February Raptor Count, Feb. 14

Red roses are too expensive, and chocolates have been overdone! This year, give your Valentine
what they have always wanted—a Raptor Count outing. Yes, take your best buddy on a Hawk
Hike. Actually, hiking is not even necessary. Just drive around in the car and count all the hawks
you see. Even the New River Valley Bird Club participates in this field trip with us. No skill is
necessary. The February newsletter will contain the tally sheet. And the winner gets NOTHING!
So plan on a count on Sat., Feb. 14, with an inclement weather date of Sat., Feb. 21.

Visit our website: www.roanokevalleybirdclub.com



Above And Beyond

The generous support of many club members through
extra donations is greatly appreciated. Thank you to
the following:

Sustaining Memberships
Michael L. Purdy

Blanche E. Hawks

Conrad H. L. Schuette, 111

Dr. & Mrs. A. Sidney Barritt, I1I

Adopt-A-Bluebird

Bill & Katie James
Virginia Shields
Jane Ambrose-Cosby

Anne T. Hanna Billy Joe Riggins
Marion Y. Slater Susan Angle Kidd

Other Contributions

Michael Townsend Eva O. Gray

Sissy Logan Carol L. Whiteside
Marion Y. Slater Susan Angle Kidd
Gloria S. Parry Bill & Kathy Von Appen

Beth Lawler
Margaret Brown

RVBC 2009 Officers

Connie Marsh

At the November meeting the members voted for the
following officers to serve in 2009:

President: Elly Wefel

VP (Programs) Bill Grant

VP (Membership): Eleanor Dye

Treasurer: Robin Austin

Secretary: Connie Marsh

Directors at Large: Eunice Hudgins and Alyce Quinn

Beth Griffin will continue to arrange field trips and Carol
Siler will continue to produce the newsletter.

Birding Article in The Roanoke
Times

Thank you to Michael Belcher for his wonderful
article Backyard Birds that appeared in the paper on
Sunday, December 21. The pictures and information
were excellent and very useful for beginning as well as
experienced birders.

FIELD TRIPS

BeTH GRIFFIN 265-4853

REMEMBER TO SHARE THE COST OF GAS WHEN YOU CAR-
POOL

CHAIRMAN

January 10, 8:00 a.m., Pond Hopping
Jfor Waterfowl

Meet leaders Tim and Alyce Quinn (710-0109) at
Botetourt Commons at 8 a.m. We will carpool to various
ponds in the area in search of waterfowl. Hardly any
walking at all. Bring your scope if you have one.

January 31, 8:00 a.m., Eagle Rock Area

Meet leader Bill Hunley (774-2397) at the Bojangles at
Botetourt Commons. Bill will lead us on an exploration
of the Eagle Rock area in search of Bald Eagles and
waterfowl.

Sightings

In early November, Peggy Opengari reported sightings of
a Rufous Hummingbird at a feeder in Giles County.

Zach Thompson birded Greenfield Lake in Botetourt
County on Nov. 25 and sighted: Green-winged Teal, 20;
American Wigeon, 6; Northern Pintail, 1; American Black
Duck, 2; Gadwall, 11; Mallard, and Canada Goose.

Six Pine Siskins visited Carol Siler’s feeders at her home
near Colonial Avenue and Ogden Road on Nov. 29. (Pine
Siskins continue to visit as of Dec. 25.)

Dec. 1, Mike Purdy saw an adult Bald Eagle at Carvin’s
Cove Reservoir and a pair of Merlins near the parking
lot. He also spotted 3 Common Loons diving in the lake.

Dec. 2, Zach Thompson birded Botetourt Center at
Greenfield and Murray’s Pond and sighted 23 Green-
winged Teal at Greenfield and 47 Gadwall at Murray’s
Pond. Zach also flushed 6 Northern Bobwhite at
Greenfield.

On Dec. 13, Carol Siler birded Read Mountain Preserve,
(a recently opened 250 acre area with a trail that leads 1.9
miles up to Buzzards Rock, elev. 2300 ft.). Three-quarters
of the way up Carol sighted approx. 8 Red-breasted
Nuthatches trumpeting and feeding on cones in the pitch
pines.

Liz William sptted an adult Bald Eagle on Dec. 17
beyond Dixie Caverns near Spring Hollow Preserve.

Dec. 18, Mike Purdy saw a Ross’s Goose on the New
River swimming with approx.15 domestic geese.

Liz Williams and Linda Barker saw a Blue-headed Vireo
at Carvin’s Cove Reservoir on Dec. 20.

On Dec. 21, Joyce Holt spied a Ross’s Goose on
Plunkett’s Pond off Route 311 in Roanoke County. The
pond is near Rt. 311 approximately 2—3 miles north of
Hanging Rock across from the Moose Lodge. It was
hanging out with several Canada Geese and one white
domestic goose.

Harvey’s Knob Hawkwatch Update

On Nov. 16 at Harvey’s Knob Baron Gibson saw a
Golden Eagle, and a Northern Goshawk (the second one
sighted this year). Baron also saw large and small groups
of Red-winged Blackbirds, approx. 800-1000; 100-150
Pine Siskins, two groups of Cormorants of 60+- and 40+,
and several small groups of Grackles.



This year the Watch ended on Nov. 27. The dedicated
watchers spotted 6,255 Broad-winged Hawks and 70
Bald Eagles. For a detailed list of sightings visit: https:
//www.hawkcount.org/

Calliope Hummingbird Sighted in
Lynchburg

A Calliope Hummingbird visiting a heat lamp-warmed-
feeder in northern Lynchburg was positively identified
and banded on Dec. 6. It is a hatching year male. Pam and
Elly Wefel, and John and Eunice Hudgins, Barry Kinzie,
Kent Davis, Robin Austin, Zach Thompson, Alyce & Tim
Quinn, Connie Marsh, Liz Cole, Andy Biggs and Anne &
Bill Tucker have visited Lynchburg and seen the bird.

The Calliope Hummingbird is the smallest bird in North
America and the smallest long-distance avian migrant in
the world. It inhabits mountain areas of the northwestern

United States and spends its winters in Mexico. (This
youngster hasn’t read the guide books.) Both male and
female have green upperparts. The male has a streaked
red and white throat, and the female has dull whitish
throat and whitish or cinnamon-buff chest and belly.

Ferrum Nature Society Franklin
County Winter Bird Count

On Dec. 6, a joint group of VA Master Naturalists and
Roanoke Valley Bird Club members (Tim and Alyce
Quinn, Carol Siler and Connie Marsh) participated

in the Winter Bird Count. Highlights were Cooper’s
Hawk, American Black Duck at Bernards Landing; two
American Kestrels, a Brown-headed Nuthatch, and a
Common Loon at Smith Mountain Lake Community
Park; and two Hooded Mergansers on the Quinns’ pond
(a new yard bird at their place in Burnt Chimney). The
group looked for Eurasian Collared Doves at Burnt
Chimney Elementary, but none were spotted.

VSO Winter Field Trip North
Carolina Outer Banks, Feb. 20-22

Trip leaders are Bill Akers and Jerry Via. The Clarion
Inn at Nags Head Beach will be the trip headquarters.
Contact information for the hotel is P.O. Box 308, Kill
Devil Hills, NC 27948; Phone: 252-441-6333.

Reservations must be made by January 20 to

receive a special VSO rate. A program of events and
announcements will be available at the front desk on
Friday morning. The pelagic trip with Brian Patteson is
scheduled on Feb. 20. (For more info about the pelagic
trip see the article in Dec. RVBC Newsletter.)

Rusty Blackbird Blitz, Feb.7-15

Rusty Blackbird ©
Photo by Steve Gosser

A winter Rusty Blackbird blitz will take place Feb. 7-15
in 21 states across the species’ wintering range, including
VA. The blitz consists of people looking for rusties, and
reporting their observations through Virginia ebird at http:
//ebird.org/content/va. The blitz is being organized by the
International Rusty Blackbird Technical Working Group,
a partnership of agencies pushing forward research and
conservation of the Blackbirds.

A century ago, the Rusty Blackbird was an incredibly
abundant bird. Accounts from the period detail
spectacular spring migrations between the species’
wintering grounds in the bottomland forests of the
southeastern United
States and its breeding
grounds in the forested
wetlands of North
America’s vast boreal
forest. Ornithological
reports from New
England and southern
Canada describe waves
of tens to hundreds of
thousands of Rusty
Blackbirds blackening
the earth and clouding the sky in the spring. In many
communities, the migration of Rusty Blackbirds was
likened to the year’s first chorus of tree frog—a sign that
spring had finally arrived in the thawing countryside.



Today these reports seem unbelievable since Rusty
Blackbirds populations have suffered one of the most
staggering population declines of any bird in North
America. An understanding of the Rusty Blackbird’s habitat
requirements is urgently needed to conserve its remaining
populations.

The Rusty breeds in swampy wooded areas of Canada and
Alaska. In spring and summer, male is black and female is
gray. Both sexes have yellow eyes and show rusty feather
edges in winter, but male is black, and the female is gray.
Rusty Blackbirds are often heard before they are seen,

and then have a distinctive song. It has been likened to a
rusty door hinge. Their song consists of two or three notes,
followed by a higher, rising note, like the creak of rusty
hinges. Call note is a harsh chek. You can hear a sample of

it at A1l About Birds.

Rusty Blackbirds are typically found in wooded swamps
and damp forests foraging for acorns and wild berries.
They also flick through the muddy edges of shorelines with
their long bills, tossing leaves and other bits of vegetation
as they go. They will often roost in trees near or perhaps
within a few miles of the wetlands where they forage.

Increasingly, however, as this habitat is lost to
development, they can be found in flooded agricultural
fields and even on suburban lawns—habitats more typically
associated with the similarly plumaged Brewer’s Blackbird.
While habitat should be taken into consideration when
making blackbird identifications, care is needed. The Rusty
can be confused with the Brewer’s. So please study field
marks carefully to help confirm your ID.

If you find Rusty Blackbirds, please collect the following
information, then submit your data to eBird, taking note of
the following:

—Date, time, location of the observations. Area, traveling
and stationary counts are preferred. Be as precise as
possible when mapping your location.

—Rusty Blackbird flock size, including an estimate of
number of males vs. females.

—General behavior: flying, feeding, loafing (day), roosting
(dawn, dusk, night).

—Habitat: agricultural field, scrub-shrub wetland, forested
wetland, shores of rivers or creeks, shores of lakes or
ponds.

—If possible please submit a complete checklist of the birds
you identified on your outing, and answer ‘yes’ to the ‘are
you reporting all the species you saw/heard’ question on
the eBird checklist page. This will give us an idea of what
other birds were in the area, as well as whether or not Rusty
Blackbirds were associating with other blackbirds species
during migration.

For more information contact: Sergio Harding,
Nongame Bird Conservation Biologist

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
4010 West Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230

(804)367-0143

Rockfish Gap Hawkwatch
Concludes 33rd Season

The 33 Hawkwatch at Rockfish Gap on Afton Mountain,
which began on August 16, concluded last Saturday. The
season’s total count was 16,279 raptors including fourteen
species. Last year’s season yielded a total of 18,495 raptors
of thirteen species. Of special interest this year was the
report of one Mississippi Kite, a bird for which we have
only five previous Augusta County records. There were
more Broad-winged Hawks than any other species, with a
total of 14,439 during their peak flight in mid September.

Individuals of several families of raptors were reported,
the most numerous being the family, buteo, which includes
Broad-winged, Red-tailed, and Red-shouldered Hawks.
The Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, and Northern
Goshawk are members of the accipiter family. The
American Kestrel, Merlin, and Peregrine Falcon belong to
the falcon family. In addition, these species were reported:
Northern Harrier, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Golden Eagle, and
Mississippi Kite.
Coverage of this popular lookout was primarily on
weekends, as there were not many observers available on
weekdays. Weather permitting, the dedication of a few
hawkwatchers resulted in a very successful season.
The next annual hawkwatch will begin in mid August 2009.
Mark your calendars now!
Yulee Larner
Reprinted from the Staunton News Leader

Got White-winged Crossbills?

Within the month of November, White-winged Crossbills
have started to irrupt into the Northeast and Upper Midwest
in large numbers. During the four days between the 22nd
and 25th of November there were over 75 observations of
White-winged Crossbills submitted to www.eBird.org. (an
online program for
birders to report
bird sightings

and access
information).
Among these

were reports

from as far south


http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Rusty_Blackbird.html" \l "sound

as Colorado, Illinois, New Jersey and Maryland. While
most observations have been of small groups, there have
been sightings of flocks numbering 40-75 birds. The

early signs of this Crossbill movement were apparent

in July, when hundreds were turning up throughout

eastern Canada, Maine, the Adirondacks of New York,

and elsewhere in northern New England. Stragglers in
western Massachusetts and New York may have even been
breeding.

As in past years, these summer movements were followed
by migratory pushes to the south. If past years are a guide,
White-winged Crossbills may be expected to show up

this winter as far south as Virginia, Ohio, and Kansas, and
stragglers may turn up even farther south to the Carolinas,
Gulf Coast states, and northern Texas.

How To Find Crossbills

While White-winged Crossbills do occasionally show up
at bird feeders, you’ll have much better chance of seeing
them if you actively look. So far this winter reports have
come largely from two types of locations—birds seen
flying overhead at places generally conducive to watching
migration and from conifers—particularly spruce, white
pine and hemlock.

To help locate this species, develop a familiarity with
White-winged Crossbill vocalizations. Crossbills (both Red
and White-winged) are quite vocal when flying overhead
and experienced birders detect them this way most of the
time. White-winged Crossbill gives a chattering tyet call,
usually doubled or tripled, and repeated once every second
or two. A flock can sound almost like static as they all call
at once. While perched they may give other more musical
calls. Red Crossbill, by contrast, gives a loud jip or jip-jip
call, that is more distinct and less likely to run together.
White-winged Crossbill flight calls are somewhat like
louder, more twangy versions of a Redpoll flight note. The
Macaulay Library of Natural Soundd has a sound archive
of 100 different recordings of White-winged Crossbill
recordings that can be listened to online. From here you can
also make comparisons to Red Crossbills, Redpolls and a
variety of other species.

Over the next month we may expect White-winged
Crossbills to continue moving south, even though most
other migrants have largely stopped moving for the

winter. If you know of areas that are good for migrating
Goldfinches, Pine Siskins, or other diurnal passerine
flights, consider dressing warmly and spending a morning
watching. Be sure to get out early. Most finch migration
begins before dawn and extends to two or three hours after
sunup. In the middle of the day the crossbills are unlikely to
be moving around much.

On days with westerly or northwesterly winds, expect
Crossbills to be displaced offshore and to be found moving

along the immediate beachfront or heading inland. Coastal
sites like Lighthouse Point in Connecticut, the Long Island
shoreline, Cape May, New Jersey, and Assateague Island
(Maryland and Virginia) are some obvious choices but
almost any vegetated beachfront could be productive.
Along the Great Lakes, similar beachfront sites can expect
large flights as well. Ridgetops (such as Hawk Mountain in
Pennsylvania) that are good for migrating raptors can also
be good for migrating finches, such as Crossbills.

To find Crossbills feeding, look for conifers with
substantial cone crops. White-winged Crossbills have rather
small bills and generally feed on conifers with smaller
cones. Spruces and firs are preferred so pay attention to
areas with these species. In some areas, plantations of
spruces have been planted which provide large blocks of
habitat for crossbills. Other species used by White-winged
Crossbills include hemlock and Eastern White Pine—these
species are probably more frequently used in the southern
areas where spruces are much harder to come by.

Getting out early is important. Whether migrating or
feeding, in the morning crossbills fly around a lot and are
vocal. By midday and afternoon they can be more difficult
to find. Listen intently for vocalizing crossbills and scan
the cone-laden parts of the trees carefully—when feeding
they can be tough to spot. While walking in conifer groves,
be aware for flakes of cones filtering down from above,
which can often be a clue that crossbills are feeding silently
overhead. Also listen for the sound of crossbills feeding
on conifer cones—at times this popping and snapping can
sound almost like miniature fires in the tree tops.

from www.ebird.org

Fall Season Yields Fifty-three
“Book-breakers”

For birdwatchers, fall began August 1, and ended
November 30™. This is the calendar used by ornithologists
because some birds are migrating in August and are
considered to be fall species.

These Augusta County records have been sent to our

Audubon regional editor:

* Seven early dates: Tundra Swan, Gadwall, American
Black Duck, American Pipit, White-throated Sparrow,
Rusty Blackbird, Brewer’s Blackbird.

* Six fall dates: Great Egret, Semi-palmated Plover,
Forster’s Tern, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Yellow
Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Summer Tanager.

*  Twenty-seven peak counts: Cackling Goose, American
Wigeon, Redhead, Greater Scaup, Horned Grebe, Wild
Turkey, Black-crowned Night-heron, Black Vulture,
Turkey Vulture, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper,
Least Sandpiper, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Red-
headed Woodpecker, Common Raven, Tree Swallow,


http://animalbehaviorarchive.org/loginPublic.do

Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Pine
Warbler, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Song
Sparrow, Lincoln’s Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow,
Northern Cardinal, Eastern Meadowlark, American
Goldfinch.

» Thirteen records of birds that had been seen previously
less than five times; one new species—Buff-breasted
Sandpiper—and one for which we had one previous
record—Rufous Hummingbird. These two records will
be submitted to the Virginia Avian Records Committee
for review, and we can count them only if they are

accepted by the Committee.
Yulee Larner

Reprinted from the Staunton News Leader

How Birds Survive Cold Winter
Weather

Recently several people have asked me how birds survive
the severe winter weather. The fact is, they are not hindered
at all by the cold. The birds that spend the winter in our
area are well adapted to cold weather; possible exceptions
are a few not-so-hardy species, such as the Eastern
Bluebird and Carolina Wren.

Birds’ body temperature ranges from 100 to 113 degrees,
even in subzero weather, and their feet are almost
impervious to the cold. Dead air space between their
feathers provides insulation and the feathers must be kept
clean. They must have a constant supply of water, so they
can clean their feathers, so keep your birdbaths filled.
During the recent cold weather, I have enjoyed watching all
the year round residents visiting the birdbath on my patio.

In addition to sunflower and other seeds, winter is the time
to provide suet that supplies more energy. Most of the birds
come in just before dark and feed one more time before
choosing a place to spend the night. There they will tuck
their bill under their feathers and keep warm until morning.
During the day, they don’t seem to be affected by the cold
—in fact I think they rather enjoy it!

At night, birds tend to roost in locations similar to those

in which they were hatched. So, we find Chickadees,
Titmice, Woodpeckers, Bluebirds, and Nuthatches roosting
in cavities in trees and fence posts. Sparrows, Cardinals,
Doves, and Blue Jays roost in vines or dense thickets.
While many trees are cut for firewood or lumber, it is
important to leave some dead trees with holes to provide
winter shelter for the birds.

The year around birds at my feeders this winter are joined
by two species that nest farther north and come south for
the winter. The White-throated Sparrows and Dark-eyed
Juncos feed on mixed seeds scattered on the ground.
Recently a Red-bellied Woodpecker has been a regular
visitor, and hopefully I will soon see Purple Finches.

As I watch the wintering birds, [ am reminded of a
quotation by Aristotle: “In all things of nature, there is
something of the marvelous.” So it is with birds — there

is something marvelous about the fact that they survive
regardless of the weather, they adapt to any situation, and
entertain us the year around. Aristotle had it right!

Yulee Larner
Reprinted from the Staunton News Leader

Juncos Prefer To Feed On The
Ground

Even if you did not have any bird feeders, you could attract
Dark-eyed Juncos that prefer to feed on the ground. Juncos
arrived here in my small patio at Baldwin Park in late
October. They spent the summer from Alaska to Labrador
and Newfoundland, and from the tree limit of North
America or perhaps at high
elevations of the Appalachian
Mountains down through
Pennsylvania, Virginia and
North Carolina.

Here in Augusta County
Dark-eyed Juncos are summer
residents in brushy woodlands
above 2500 feet. They spend
the summer at high elevations,
especially Great North Mountain, where forty-three were
counted on July 1, 2005.

These birds have learned that they can fly up the mountains
rather than thousands of miles to the Far North for the
summer. We call this “vertical migration.”

Because Juncos arrive about the time of the first snows,
they are often called “snowbirds.” They are slate gray with
conspicuous white outer tail feathers, white underneath,
and white beak.

I scatter mixed seeds on the ground for the Juncos as well
as the White-throated Sparrows. If you want to attract
snowbirds, scatter seeds on the ground. Scatter the seeds

and they will come!
Yulee Larner

Reprinted from the Staunton News Leader
Virginia Society of Ornithology’s
Principles of Birding Ethics
Everyone who enjoys birds and birding must always respect
wildlife, its environment, and the rights of others. In any

conflict of interest between birds and birders, the welfare of
the birds and their environment comes first.




Code of Birding Ethics

1. Promote the welfare of birds and their environment.
(a) Support the protection of important bird habitat.

(b) To avoid stressing birds or exposing them to danger,
exercise restraint and caution during observation,
photography, sound recording, or filming.

The VSO does not endorse the use of recordings or other
artificial lures to attract birds for recreational birding because
it has the potential to do harm. Limit the use of recordings
and other methods of attracting birds, especially during peak
migration and breeding season, and never use such methods
in heavily birded areas, or for attracting any species that is
Threatened, Endangered, or of Special Concern, or is rare

in your local area. [Heavily birded areas may include, but

are not limited to, sites on Virginia’s Birding and Wildlife
Trail (see http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/vbwt/) and sites
listed in the book A Birder s Guide to Virginia by David W.
Johnson. Species that are considered Threatened, Endangered
or of Special Concern in Virginia are listed on the Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries website (see http:
/Iwww.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/virginiates
cspecies.pdf).]

Keep well back from nests and nesting
colonies, roosts, display areas, and
important feeding sites. In such sensitive
areas, if there is a need for extended
observation, photography, filming, or
recording, try to use a blind or hide, and
take advantage of natural cover.

Use artificial light sparingly for filming or photography,
especially for close-ups.

(c) Before advertising the presence of a rare bird, evaluate
the potential for disturbance to the bird, its surroundings, and
other people in the area, and proceed only if access can be
controlled, disturbance minimized, and permission has been
obtained from private land-owners. The sites of rare nesting
birds should be divulged only to the proper conservation
authorities.

(d) Stay on roads, trails, and paths where they exist; otherwise
keep habitat disturbance to a minimum.

(e) If pets are permitted, be considerate by keeping your pet
under control or on a leash.

2. Respect the law, and the rights of others.

(a) Do not enter private property unless you have obtained the
owner’s explicit permission. Do not assume that permission
extends beyond a specific visit unless the owner says so.
Abide by all rules set forth by the land owner. Never post a
landowner’s name or property location concerning a sighting
unless you have specific permission.

(b) Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use of
roads and public areas, both at home and abroad.

(c) Practice common courtesy in contacts with other people.
Your exemplary behavior will generate goodwill with birders
and non-birders alike.

3. Ensure that feeders, nest structures, and other artificial
bird environments are safe.

(a) Keep dispensers, water, and food clean, and free of decay
or disease. It is important to feed birds continually during
harsh weather.

(b) Maintain and clean nest structures regularly.

(c) If you are attracting birds to an area, ensure the birds

are not exposed to predation from cats and other domestic
animals, or dangers posed by artificial hazards.

4. Group birding, whether organized or impromptu, requires
special care. Each individual in the group, in addition

fo the obligations spelled out in Items #1 and #2, has
responsibilities as a Group Member.

(a) Respect the interests, rights, and skills of fellow birders,
as well as people participating in other legitimate outdoor
activities. Freely share your knowledge and experience,
except where code 1(c) applies. Be especially helpful to
beginning birders.

(b) If you witness unethical birding behavior, assess the
situation, and intervene if you think it prudent. When
interceding, inform the person(s) of the inappropriate action,
and attempt, within reason, to have it stopped. If the behavior
continues, document it, and notify appropriate individuals or
organizations.

Group Leader Responsibilities [amateur and professional
trips and tours].

(a) Be an exemplary ethical role model for the group. Teach
through word and example.

(b) Keep groups to a size that limits impact on the
environment, and does not interfere with others using the
same area.

(c) Ensure everyone in the group knows and practices this
code.

(d) Learn and inform the group of any special circumstances
applicable to the areas visited, e.g., no sound devices,
permission must be obtained before visiting, etc.

(e) Acknowledge that professional tour companies bear

a special responsibility to place the welfare of birds and

the benefits of public knowledge ahead of the company’s
commercial interests. Ideally, leaders should keep track of
tour sightings, document unusual occurrences, and submit
records to appropriate organizations.

(f) Request that all participants with sound devices defer to
the leader before using them.

(g) Organizers of competitive birding events in the state are
encouraged to prohibit the use of recordings or other artificial
lures during the event.

Please follow this code and distribute and teach it to

others.

Adapted from the American Birding Association's Principles of Birding
Ethics [see http://americanbirding.org], November 1. 2008
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RoANOKE VALLEY BIRD CLUB 2009 OFFICERS How did you hear about the club?

President: Elly Wefel 977-0636

\VP (Programs) Bill Grant 389-3294

VP (Membership): Eleanor Dye 890-1627

[Treasurer: Robin Austin 929-9071

Secretary: Connie Marsh 334-7094

Field Trips: Beth Grifyn 265-4853

Directors at Large: Eunice Hudgins and Alyce Quinn
Publications: Carol Siler 725-1609

\Website: www.roanokevalleybirdclub.com

2009 Membership Dues Dues

Name(s): Individual $12

Address: Family $20

City: ST: Zip: Student ¥7
Sustaining $30

Phone: Adopt-a-Blucbird ~ $15

Email:

Mail To: Roanoke Valley Bird Club Additional

c/o Robin Austin, Treasurer Contribution $
10513 Bottom Creek Road
Bent Mountain, VA 24059-2311 Total Submitted $




