
SEPTEMBER MEETING

In tune with the season we 
watched a DVD about the 
early years of Pale Male, the 
Red-Tailed Hawk who took up 
residence on 5th Ave. in New 
York in 1993. 
The feathered celebrity has 
had a rich life since the video 
production. From 1993 to 2004, he has at-
tracted a succession of mates and has sired 
23 youngsters. Since then, with Pale Male’s 
progeny producing offspring of their own, 
and with other Red-tails migrating from 
overcrowded rural territories, Red-tails have 
become a common sight in the city and 32 
nests have been spotted across the boroughs. 
Sadly, Pale Male and Lola have failed to 
reproduce since 2004, the year that the co-op 
board of the building that Pale Male had 
selected for his home, had the nest removed. 
Mary Tyler Moore, then a building resident, 
railed against the board’s action, and protests 
stopped traffi c along Fifth Avenue. The co-op 
relented, and commissioned a steel cradle for 
the hawks, which was installed on the same 
12th-fl oor ledge so they could rebuild the 
nest. By the time Lola was ready to lay eggs 
in 2005, the nest had been restored, but the 
eggs she laid that year didn’t hatch. Nor did 
they hatch in 2006, 2007 and 2008. 

Suspicion centered on the cradle, which 
experts believed was interfering with Lola’s 
attempts to roll her eggs, a critical part of 
incubation. In January of this year, workers 
removed 92 spikes that protruded through 
the nest, helping to hold it in place. But if 
the spikes were a problem, they were not 
the only one. It may be that Pale Male, who 
is believed to be 18 years old, is simply 
too old to produce offspring. Some Red-
tailed Hawks have been known to live for 
more than 30 years, but whether Pale Male 
has outlived his ability to fertilize eggs is 
unknown. However, the hawks’ failure to 
reproduce has not lessened their appeal. Pale 
Male and Lola continue to thrill New 
Yorkers.
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RVBC Annual Seed Sale Fund Raiser November 1
Please complete the enclosed order form and mail with your check, payable to Roanoke 
Valley Bird Club, to: Eunice Hudgins, 870 Stonegate Ct., Salem, VA  24153.
Orders must be received by October 11. 
To volunteer for set up, etc., please contact Alyce Quinn: twoquinns@yahoo.com or phone: 
719-0109; or Eunice Hudgins: uvaau@aol.com or phone: 389-4056. 

NEXT MEETING:
October 13, 7:00 p.m.
Grandin Court Baptist 
Church 

Celebrating 51 Years 
of Birding! 1957-2008

OCTOBER MEETING

Paul D. Chapman, Mill Mountain Park 
Supervisor, will present a fun and 
informative program about the Discovery 
Center: its goals, recent achievements, and 
future direction.
You’ll also be treated to a sampling of bird 
related activities that the center offers for 
children. 
Please join us for dinner before the meeting 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Brambleton Deli at 3655 
Brambleton Road.



2009 Annual Dues 
It’s time to renew your membership. Please complete the 
form on the back of the newsletter and send it and your 
check to our Treasurer, Eunice Hudgins.

Welcome New Members
Please welcome the following new club members:
    Susan E. Beatty - Moneta
    Lynne Overstreet - Roanoke
    Bob & Ellen Rummel - Blacksburg
    Esther McCoy - Roanoke
    Ray Crampton - Troutville
    Anne Perrin - Salem 

Harvey’s Knob Hawkwatch Update
If you want to see some Bald Eagles and Ospreys now is 
the time as they tend to migrate early in the season.
On Sept. 17, 3,646 Broad-winged Hawks glided over the 
Knob.
If you are available to hawkwatch please contact Bill 
James: 563-9248; Baron Gibson: 268-5958; or Joyce 
Holt: 384-6674. 

RVBC Bird Club Calendar For Sale

Thanks to the many members who submitted photos 
and paintings for the 2009 RVBC calendar. Over 60 
submissions were received, and whittled down to 13 
at an intense selection committee meeting (Dawn Gill, 
Alyce Quinn, and Beth Griffi n). The fi nal version 
was put together by Carl Boast. The images selected 
represent bird life from around the world including Texas, 
Australia, New Zealand, Belize, Michigan, Costa Rica, 
Peru, South Carolina, Arizona, and local Salem.  
A sample calendar will be available for viewing at the 
October meeting. Calendars ($12.00) can be ordered 
at the October meeting; purchased at the November 
meeting; or at the Seed Sale on Nov. 1. Or contact Carl 
Boast directly: 3368 Hickory Cove Lane, Moneta, VA 
24121; 540-297-7336; carlandlinda@earthlink.net.
If you submitted materials, you may pick them up at the 
Oct. meeting or via other arrangements with Carl Boast.

FIELD TRIPS
CHAIRMAN BETH GRIFFIN 265-4853
REMEMBER TO SHARE THE COST OF GAS WHEN 
YOU CARPOOL

October 12, All Day, The Big Sit!
Note that this is a Sunday event. The Big Sit! will be held 
at Tim and Alyce Quinn’s (719-0109). This is an all day 

stationary birdwatching event beginning at one minute 
past midnight on October 12 and extending for 24 hours. 
The event was detailed in the September newsletter.
This year we will use the event as a fund raiser for the 
club. At the October meeting we will collect pledges for 
each species the team tallies during the event. If you can’t 
make the meeting you may call Eunice Hudgins at 389-
4056 to make a pledge.
A light breakfast will be available (bagels, fruit, juice, 
coffee, etc.) at 7:00 and we’ll eat lunch around noon. Feel 
free to bring a dish to share. You might want to bring a 
lawn chair.

October 25, 8:00 a.m., Woodpecker 
Ridge
Meet leader Linda Cory (580-5214) by the 
Bojangles at Botetourt Commons at 8 a.m. 
From there we will carpool the short 
trip to Woodpecker Ridge. We should 
see a variety of birds as we explore the diverse 
habitats at this nature preserve. Expect moderate walk-
ing with some hills. If there is time and interest, we may 
also do a little pond hopping in Botetourt Co. in search of 
early ducks.

FIELD NOTES

September 13, 8:00 a.m. Harvey’s Knob
Not many birds showed up on this sunny, warm morning. 
Sighted: Scarlet Tanager, Black-throated Blue Warbler, 
Black-throated Green Warbler, Pine Warbler, Eastern 
Towhee, American Goldfi nch, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
Blue Jay, Chimney Swift, Carolina Chickadee, Pileated 
Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, and Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird.

September 27, 8:00 a.m. Peaks of Otter
Newsletter went to press before the 27th. A summary will 
be in the November issue.

SIGHTINGS
Around August 24, Elly and Pam Wefel saw approx. 50 
Nighthawks near the traffi c light at Botetourt Commons.
Alyce Quinn saw an American Redstart, and a Hooded 
Warbler chasing a Northern Cardinal around the backyard 
of their home in Burnt Chimmey on August 8. 
In early September, Linda Cory spotted Palm Warblers, 
Yellow-rumped Warblers, Magnolia Warblers, 
Blackburnian Warblers, Nashville Warblers, and 
American Redstarts near Mt. Chestnut Ridge Road, 
elevation 2000 ft.  
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On Sept. 1, Rupert Cutler spotted Great-crested Flycatch-
er, Magnolia Warbler, Canada Warbler, Prairie Warbler, 
Black and White Warbler, and American Redstarts on the  
trail between Addison School and 10th Street.
Rupert also saw, on Sept. 7, a couple of Nashville War-
blers and a Veery on the Lick Run Greenway trail making 
Rupert’s Lick Run species list total 80.
On Sept. 8, Alyce Quinn spotted a Female Black-throated 
Blue Warbler in her yard in Burnt Chimney. (Alyce also 
notes that Whip-poor-wills were still singing in late Sept.)
On Sept. 9, Mike Purdy observed 12 Common Terns fl y-
ing back and forth over Carvins Cove. They were very 
vocal and often hit the water, possibly catching bait fi sh. 
This represents a new peak count for the Roanoke Valley, 
the previous high being 8. Also present was a Black Tern. 
On Sept. 10, Bill and Katie James counted 206 
Nighthawks in the early evening over Hollins Park.
On Sept. 11 in the morning, Alyce Quinn sighted a mature 
Red-headed Woodpecker in her backyard. 
Also on Sept. 11, Liz Cole sighted at The Botetourt Cen-
ter at Greenfi eld: an immature Bald Eagle, Great Egret, 
Pied-billed Grebes, and a tree full of Cedar Waxwings.
Tim and Alyce Quinn saw 75 Broad-winged Hawks 
kettling over their woods in Burnt Chimney on Sept. 20. 
On Sept. 21, Rupert Cutler saw a House Wren on the 
Lick Run Greenway and also sighted three Broad-winged 
Hawks soaring over. Later in the day, Rupert saw an 
American Kestrel fl y by the window of his fourth-fl oor 
residence in Roanoke City.
Swallow-tailed Kite at Rocky Knob Hawk 
Watch
On Sept. 13, Clyde Kessler saw a Swallow-tailed Kite 
fl y over the Rocky Knob Hawk Watch—mile 168 on the 
Blue Ridge Parkway. This northern subspecies breeds 
in the southeastern United States and winters in South 
America. (A southern subspecies breeds from south-
ern Mexico to south-central South America). The Kite 
inhabits wetlands, ranging over swamp, lowland forests, 
and marshes. While fl ying insects are the mainstay for 
this species during the year, nesting birds feed their young 
frogs, lizards, nestling birds, and snakes, which they glean 
from the tree canopy and marsh vegetation while in fl ight. 
The breeding range of this population once covered parts 
of at least 16 states from Minnesota to Florida, but pres-
ently includes only portions of seven southeastern states: 
Florida, S. Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Texas, and Louisiana.

Source: The Birds of North America Online
Immature Wood Stork Spotted in Pulaski 
County
On Sept. 19, Mary Ann Bentley a NRV birder, spotted 

an immature Wood Stork in Pulaski County. According 
to Clyde Kessler this is a Pulaski County 
record and quite possibly a New River 
Valley record. The bird was perched on 
a snag near Rt. 11 across from the new 
entrance to the Pulaski Country Club. 
Photos were taken.

Shorebirds at Chincoteague: Pat-
terns of Migration on the Virginia 
Coast
Coastal Virginia Wildlife Observatory has just published 
Shorebirds at Chincoteague: Patterns of Migration on the 
Virginia Coast, by Claudia Phelps Wilds. Ned Brinkley, 
Observatory Advisor and author of the National Wild-
life Federation Field Guide to Birds of North America, 
and editor of North American Birds magazine edited the 
manuscript. Ms. Wilds conducted 15 years of extensive 
surveys at Chincoteague, but passed away in 1997 before 
the text could be fi nally organized. 
The 90 page book is full of charts, graphs, maps, species 
accounts, descriptions of census areas, bird-fi nding infor-
mation and more. The cover photo, by Alexandra Wilke 
of the Virginia Coast Reserve of the Nature Conservancy, 
is a portrait of the charismatic American Oystercatcher. 
There is also a photo of Claudia’s photo of Virginia’s 
only record of Mountain Plover. An excellent addition 
to a birder’s library, the book is available for a donation 
of $10, plus $2 postage. Ask about discounts for orders 
of 5 or more. To obtain copies contact Brian Taber at 
Taberzz@aol.com or write to 103 Exeter Court, Williams-
burg, VA 23185.

Search for the Ivory-bill Ends for 
the Season
Researchers who spent the season searching for the 
Ivory-billed Woodpecker endured fl ooding, snowstorms, 
vehicle breakdowns, alligators, snakes, and bugs. The 
search teams covered lots of ground and tried new survey 
techniques. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service led the 
2007-08 search effort with its partners from The Nature 
Conservancy, the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, 
and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Searchers document-
ed more possible sightings and possible Ivory-bill double 
knocks heard, but the defi nitive photograph, like the bird 

itself, remained elusive. 
 During the 2007-08 season, they focused 
on eastern Arkansas and other areas of po-
tentially suitable habitat in states where the 
Ivory-bill has historically been found.

Source: Cornell Lab of Ornithology



SEEDS FOR A SONG
November 1, 2008

Roanoke Valley Bird Club Fund Raiser
In Cooperation with Northwest True Value Hardware

We are having a seed sale to benefi t both you and the community. By placing an order with us, you will get quality seed 
containing little or no waste, harvested this year, at reasonable prices. Part of the proceeds from the sale will be used for 
community projects. The sale is open to the public, so please copy this form and distribute it to friends and neighbors. There 
will be a small supply of extra seed available the day of the sale for those unable to pre-order.  Refreshments will be served, 
and experienced bird watchers/feeders will be on hand the day of pick-up to answer any questions.  

Orders must be received by Saturday, October 11 and picked up on Saturday, November 1, between the hours of 
10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m., at:

Northwest True Value Hardware (in the Hollins area)
7650 Williamson Road, Roanoke VA 24019 
(540)-362-2112

The store is about a half mile south of the entrance to Hollins College.

If you are unable to pick up your seed on November 1, please make arrangements for someone else to pick it up for 
you.

It’s easy to order:
1. Complete the enclosed order form, being sure to include your name, phone number, and address along with 

your seed selections.
2. Calculate the total, which already includes Virginia sales tax.
3. Mail your completed form and check, payable to Roanoke Valley Bird Club, in time for it to be received by 

October 11, to: Eunice Hudgins, 870 Stonegate Ct., Salem, VA  24153.

Seed Descriptions

Wild birdseed mixes attract ground-feeding birds such as mourning doves, juncos and sparrowsWild birdseed mixes attract ground-feeding birds such as mourning doves, juncos and sparrows:
¶ Gourmet Mix: contains millet, sunfl ower, saffl ower and thistle.
¶ Shell Free Mix: a waste-free mix of millet, sunfl ower chips, cracked corn, canary seed and peanut hearts.

Sunfl ower seed is the best all-around food, favored by a wide variety of birdsSunfl ower seed is the best all-around food, favored by a wide variety of birds:
¶ Black Oil Sunfl ower: smaller than the striped, with thinner shell, more kernel and higher oil content; preferred 2:1 over other seed 

by most feeder birds.
¶ Sunfl ower Chips: the heart of the seed, virtually no hull, no mess, and more meat per pound.
¶ Striped Sunfl ower: many common feeder birds, such as cardinals, jays, grosbeaks, titmice, chickadees, sparrows and fi nches, as 

well as squirrels, like this larger, thicker shelled seed.

Specialty seedsSpecialty seeds:
¶ Nyjer (Thistle): especially good for goldfi nches and pine siskins, this seed is rich in nourishing oil.
¶ White Millet: favored by ground feeding birds such as juncos, towhees, buntings and sparrows.
¶ Saffl ower: squirrels don’t care for it, but many birds such as cardinals, grosbeaks and juncos do.
¶ Peanuts: a favorite of woodpeckers, titmice, chickadees, nuthatches and blue jays.



SEEDS FOR A SONG
November 1, 2008

Roanoke Valley Bird Club Fund Raiser
In Cooperation with Northwest True Value Hardware

Name: ____________________________________________________________Phone:_______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________State: _________ Zip Code________________________

If you are not a club member, how did you learn about this sale? 

__________________________________________________________________________________

 Description Quantity Size Price/Each (includes tax) Total

 Gourmet Mix     40 lb. 21.02

20 lb. 10.91

4 lb. 2.51

 *Shell Free Mix 25 lb. 17.72

 Black Oil Sunfl ower     50 lb. 32.50

    25 lb. 16.49

10 lb. 8.23

 Sunfl ower Chips 50 lb. 66.23

25 lb. 33.57

 Striped Sunfl ower 50 lb. 38.62

  Nyjer (Thistle)     50 lb. 66.35

20 lb. 29.87

10 lb. 16.05

Millet 50 lb. 16.58

25 lb. 9.04

 Peanuts in Shell 25 lb. 27.46

 Saffl ower 50 lb. 36.95

25 lb. 19.24

4 lb. 4.46

High Energy Suet Cake 1.20

Ear Corn 6 1⁄2 lb. 6.74

Total  $
*There may be a problem getting this seed on time because the supplier does not keep a lot on hand—it spoils quickly. If you order
 it, be aware that you may have to make a second trip to pick it up later. 



ROANOKE VALLEY BIRD CLUB 2008 OFFICERS

President: Elly Wefel 977-0636
VP (Programs) Bill Grant 389-3294
VP (Membership): Eleanor Dye 890-1627
Treasurer: Eunice Hudgins 389-4056
Secretary: Connie Marsh 334-7094
Field Trips: Beth Grifý n 265-4853
Directors at Large: Bob Miller and Alyce Quinn
Publications: Carol Siler 725-1609
Website: www.roanokevalleybirdclub.com

2009 Membership Dues

Name(s):

Address:

City:     ST:  Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Mail To: Roanoke Valley Bird Club
c/o Eunice Hudgins, Treasurer
870 Stonegate Court, Salem VA 24153-2636

Dues

Individual
Family
Student
Sustaining
Adopt-a-Bluebird

Additional 
Contribution

Total Submitted

 $12
 $20 
   $7 
 $30  
 $15     

     $

    $

How did you hear about the club?


